[Possibilities of ascites draining in childhood].
Children with congenital or acquired cirrhosis of the liver may lead a relatively normal life for a certain time due to better therapeutical measures, but the prognosis is usually unfavourable. Transplantation of the liver seems to become a possible therapy in the foreseeable future. It may be necessary to drain an ascites resistant to therapy in order to bridge the time between the onset of liver failure and transplantation. The advantages of peritoneo-venous drainage are stressed, the available shunt systems (LeVeen, Agishi , Denver, Cordis Hakim) are presented and discussed.